Sunday, May 10"
May, 2009 Sermon Series: “Stewardship: | Believe”
“Study”
John 15:1-4, 7-8
Jesus the “Vine”

Context:
First, a recap from last Sunday: Jesus described himself as the “Good Shepherd” who is
committed to His sheep (you) and knows His sheep (you) personally. Because of Jesus’
commitment to us and his knowledge of what we need, Jesus laid down His life for our
salvation. Our response to this depth of relationship is worship. We are to offer ourselves as
“living sacrifices,” (Romans 12:1) pleasing God through living daily to the glory of God.
Christian stewardship is offering back to God ourselves, our time, and our possessions (a living
sacrifice) for the purpose of glorifying and living for Jesus (our act of worship).

In today’s gospel lesson, Jesus takes up another metaphor to describe His relationship to us.
Jesus describes himself as the true “vine” and we are His “branches.” Similar to the shepherd
metaphor, grape vines were a common feature of Palestinian life. Likewise, Jesus’ use of the
vine symbolism has its precedent in the Old Testament (see below). Jesus calls us to remain in
Him; to remain means to be connected to the source so that we will produce “fruit.” As a
“branch” we must stay connected to the “vine” or we will “wither.” One primary way we (the
branches) stay connected to Jesus (the vine) is through the study of God’s Word and God’s
ways.

Relevant Scriptures:

Psalm 80: 8-9 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and panted it. ° You
cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.

Isaiah 5: 7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are
the garden of his delight. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard
cries of distress...

Jeremiah 2:21 "'l had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock. How then did
you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine?

John 15:1 | am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener...

John 15:2-3 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. *You are already clean because of the word |
have spoken to you.

aipo (aireo) ="to lift up,” “to cut-off” kaBaipo (kathaireo) = “to cleanse,” “purify”

John 15:4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

névo (menno) ="to stay in a given place, dwell, endure”  kapmog (karpos) = “fruit”



Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, **gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Colossians 1:10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God...

John 15:7-8 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given you. #This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

Prayer: Thank Jesus that He has called you to be “attached” to Him, to receive life and power to live
for Him. Jesus asks you to remain in Him so that you can live a life of love and joy. Are there Bible
studies, times of personal study, and prayer that you participate in to help you remain in Jesus?

0 Day #1--Monday, May, 11" Read: 2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 1:2; Luke 11:27-28.

This week we focus on “Study.” The reading, studying, and applying of God’s word is a significant
way we are to grow as disciples of Jesus for the purpose of living faithful lives of love and
servanthood. A life of love and servanthood is the “fruit” that Jesus cited in yesterday’s gospel lesson.

The Bible is known by many names, “Holy Scripture,” “The Word of God,” and of course, “The Good
Book.” The Bible is meant to be read, but more so it is meant to be lived. There are any people who
know a lot about the Bible, fewer still live the Bible. This week, | encourage you to set a goal to read
the Bible, pray, and meditate on God’s word. You can decide how much time. However, a good
suggested time is 30 minutes a day that can be set aside to read a passage of scripture, think, reflect,
and meditate on that passage, and then to ask the Holy Spirit to help you apply the truth that has been
revealed to you. Do you feel that you can’t do thirty minutes? Start with five minutes and build up. It
IS important that you begin and let the power of scripture transform your life!

Reflect: Commit to a specific period of time during the day to be alone, read the Bible, and reflect
upon the words you read. How can you apply those words during the day?

Pray: Open your word to me living God. May | be more than a hearer, empower me to apply what you
have revealed to me in my life. Amen.

[0 Day #2--Tuesday, May, 12" Read: Romans 12:2; Matthew 4:3-4.
Do you identify with these words of Francois Fenolin?:

Woe to those weak and timid souls who are divided between God and their world!
They want and they do not want. They are torn by desire and remorse at the same
time... They have a horror of evil and a shame of good. They have the pains of virtue
without tasting its sweet consolations. O how wretched they are.

We all struggle with the problem of “double mindedness.” A double minded life is characterized by
ambivalence. We are just not sure where we stand. It is exemplified in Augustine’s famous request of
God, “Lord, give me chastity, but not yet.” When we live a life of double mindedness we desire
intimacy with God, yet spend little time cultivating that intimacy. We desire to be giving people, but



we do not share our resources. We want to be servants, but we want others to RECOGNIZE our
sacrifices and our “servant-heart.” The daily reading and applying of God’s word transforms our
minds and our hearts. The Bible helps us to learn how to live like Jesus lived. The purpose of
scripture, writes John Ortberg, “is not to help us get a 100 score on the heavenly entrance exam. It is
to help us become equipped for good works.” Another way of saying this is, reading and applying
God’s word is God’s way of changing us from being “double-minded” to a “single-minded” focus:
living the way Jesus would live if Jesus were me. Again, this is the goal of discipleship.

Reflect: God’s word helps me to become like Jesus.

Pray: Ask God to help you apply a scriptural truth that you have read today.

Day #3--Wednesday, May, 13" Read: Ezra 7:10; Psalm 77:12.

We need to read the Bible “meditatively” as well as to study the Bible intellectually. Your goals
should be to study God’s word with “the head”, doing research with study tools such as a concordance,
biblical encyclopedia, or biblical dictionary as well as to take time to simply “reflect” on a passage of
scripture letting a passage or verse speak to a particular situation in your life. Of course, this is not an
either/or situation. We can intellectually study the Bible and have our lives transformed AND
meditatively read the Bible with head and heart and have its truths change our hearts and minds.
Remember, in both instances the goal is transformation—not just information.

Reflect: 1 need to study diligently and reflect faithfully on God’s word.

Pray: Change me Father, through the in-depth study of your word and through my personal reflection
on your word. May you use both to make me like your Son my Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Day #4--Thursday, May, 14™ Read: Psalm 46:10; Psalm 27:1.
Today, we look at the suggestions of Dr. John Ortberg, author of The Life You’ve Always Wanted. He
outlines a five-step process:

1. Ask God to Meet you in Scripture. Ask God to speak to you and EXPECT He will. As you
read, certain ideas may strike you. You may feel a “prompt” to take some action such as a
change in attitude.

2. Read the Bible in a Repentant Spirit. Read the Bible with a willingness to surrender
everything. Resolve that you will be obedient to scripture.

3. Meditate on a Fairly Brief Passage or Narrative. Immerse yourself in a short passage, maybe a
few verses. Read it slowly, let the words sink deep into your soul. If you are reading a story,
use your imagination and place yourself in the story. The goal is not to get through scripture,
but to get the scriptures through us.

4. Take One Thought or Verse with You Through the Day. Choose one verse and think about it
throughout your day. Ortberg uses the example of Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that | am
God!” For a day, let your mind continually return to these words.

5. Allow This Thought to Become Part of Your Memory. Memorize small passages of scripture.
It is amazing that as we memorize scripture, God will bring them to our attention when we face
situations in which we need comfort, discipline, or direction.




Reflect: Read the scriptures using the five-step process above.

Pray: Holy Spirit, shape me through your word. May I discern your direction, your comfort, and your
presence through what you reveal to me through the scriptures. Amen.

O Day #5--Friday, May 15" Read: Colossians 2:6-7.

Today, we look at the words of E. Stanley Jones regarding the habit of daily Bible reading. It is
interesting how he uses the word, “habit.” We all have habits. Perhaps our spiritual disciplines can be
considered “spiritual habits?”

The best man that ever lived on our planet illustrated this receptivity and response
rhythm. No one was so utterly dependent on God and no one was more personally
disciplined in his habits.

He did three things by habit: (1) “He stood up to read as was his custom”—nhe read the
Word of God by habit. (2) “He went out into the mountain to pray as was his custom”—
he prayed by habit. (3) “He taught them again as was his custom”—he passed on to
others by habit what he had and what he had found.

These simple habits were the foundation habits of his life. They are just as up-to-date
as tomorrow morning. No converted person can live without those habits at work
vitally in his life.

Reflect: 1 can develop a “habit” of reading and applying God’s word in my life.

Pray: Jesus, | have many habits. | ask you today to help me develop the habit of spending time with
you, reading your word, and living that word in my life. | need you. | want to be like you and glorify
my Father in my life. Amen.

[0 Day #6--Saturday, May 16" Read Again: John 5:39; Luke 11:28; Psalm 119:105.
What does Martin Luther say about the Bible? Remember the “Small Catechism”? In the Small
Catechism, Luther sums up what we have been focusing on this week:

The Bible is the Word of God...The Bible is the Word of God because these men wrote
it by inspiration of God...”By inspiration of God” means that God the Holy Ghost
moved the holy men to write, and put into their minds, the very thoughts which they
expressed and the very words which they wrote....God gave us the Bible to make us
“wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus,” and to train us in holy
living...We should diligently and reverently read and study the Bible, listen attentively
when it is read and explained, believe it, and live according to it.

Reflect: God uses His word to help me become like His Son.

Prayer: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Lord, bring me closer to you
through the words of the Bible that | may be faithful to you and love my neighbor. Amen.



